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uphold our law, begin to defend our
borders and begin to, in fact, enforce
immigration law.

———

A TRIBUTE TO THE ASSOCIATED
UNDERGROUND CONTRACTORS
OF MICHIGAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FRANKs of Arizona). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. SMITH) is recognized for
5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to praise a community
working together to accomplish an im-
portant goal. In an unprecedented ef-
fort, the members of the AUC, Michi-
gan’s heavy construction association,
came together to renovate a unique
historic site that we have in the State
of Michigan, the Henry Ford. The
Henry Ford museum and historical site
includes Greenfield Village, the Henry
Ford Museum and IMAX theater and
the Benson Ford Research Center.

In 1929, Henry Ford started a living
museum about American life. He want-
ed to collect and preserve objects that
were used in everyday life. From the
cider mill to the newly acquired elec-
tric car, over 83 historic structures on
90 acres celebrate the innovation and
imagination of inventors whose ideas
have changed our everyday life.

Mr. Speaker, last fall, in anticipation
of the 100th anniversary of the Ford
Motor Company, Henry Ford began a
much-needed renovation. It faced all
the problems of a modern town such as
power outages, sewer failures, storm
water flooding, decaying roads and
treacherous sidewalks, as well as the
equally challenging task of preserving
a historic landmark.

Members of the AUC, Michigan’s
heavy construction association, do-
nated their time, effort, equipment,
materials, and innovative methods to
solve these problems. More than 20 nor-
mally competitive contractors united
to preserve 25,000 trees, replace nearly
35 miles of underground systems, and
rebuild almost 11 miles of roads and
sidewalks. They replaced sanitary sew-
ers, water mains, storm sewers, irriga-
tion piping, natural gas piping, and re-
wired electric and communication
lines. Their expertise is estimated to
have reduced the cost of renovation by
nearly $10 million and completed it in
less than a year. This was done by
working together, management and
labor, volunteers and professionals; and
I just want today, Mr. Speaker, to com-
mend the efforts of this community in
their effort to save and revitalize
Henry Ford.

Henry Ford himself once said, ““Com-
ing together is a beginning, staying to-
gether is progress, and working to-
gether is success.” We had a success.
The members of the AUC and many
others came together, stayed together,
and worked together to successfully
honor the legacy of a great man and
preserve part of history for our chil-
dren. For that, the members of AUC
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and all those who helped in this fine ef-
fort are to be commended.

HONORING MAUDELLE SHIREK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LEE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I am very
pleased to introduce this resolution to
honor the vice mayor of the city of
Berkeley, a great leader for human and
civil rights, for peace and disar-
mament, council member Vice Mayor
Maudelle Shirek.

Today, is Vice Mayor Maudelle
Shirek’s 92nd birthday, 92nd; and in
honor of her tremendous legacy, | am
extremely proud to introduce the
Maudelle Shirek Post Office resolution.
While fighting for social justice is no
rarity in Berkeley, Maudelle’s name al-
ways stands above the rest because of
her uncompromising fidelity to her
ideals and compassion for people.

As one of my political heroes,
Maudelle continues to fight for equal-
ity and social justice for all. She is
truly a role model for women, espe-
cially for young African American
women.

She not only inspired me to get in-
volved in politics but also my prede-
cessor, the honorable Ronald V. Del-
lums. Her commitments to investing in
people have won the solid support for
many years of voters in her district.
She is recognized throughout the world
as a distinguished leader.

One of my most memorable Maudelle
stories was when she was arrested with
about 109 others in an anti-apartheid
protest at the University of California
at Berkeley. Many of the protestors
were many years younger, including
myself. She knew very well the awe-
some power of standing for what is
right, regardless of the consequences.

A granddaughter of slaves, Maudelle
left rural Arkansas which, of course,
was her home; and she came to Cali-
fornia in the middle of World War IlI.
Before long, she was campaigning for
fair housing and for many, many civil
rights issues for African Americans and
others who had been left out and
disenfranchised. She became a union
organizer and an office manager of the
Co-Op Credit Union. She has helped
many, many families in terms of their
financial stability in the 9th Congres-
sional District, especially in the city of
Berkeley. She has demonstrated
throughout her life the need for coali-
tion politics for the betterment of hu-
mankind.

Vice Mayor Shirek’s community
commitment really knows no limits.
She helped found two Berkeley senior
centers, one of which she really still
actively oversees; and at 92 years of
age, she still delivers meals to shut-in
seniors or, if it is a Tuesday, she does
all of the shopping for lunches at the
New Light Senior Center, which she
founded 28 years ago. She taught many,
including myself, the value of eating
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nutritious foods in order to live a
healthy life.

Vice Mayor Maudelle Shirek con-
tinues to speak for the voiceless and to
defend our basic civil rights and civil
liberties. Please join me in honoring
Ms. Maudelle Shirek, our Vice Mayor
of the city of Berkeley, who is a fierce
and inspirational woman who tirelessly
continues to fight to make this world
fair and just, a world of peace for our
children’s future.

The Maudelle Shirek Post Office will
be a testament to the enormous con-
tributions of this great woman.

———————

IN MEMORY OF FORMER NEVADA
CONGRESSMAN DAVID GILMER
TOWELL

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of, and an-
nounce the death of, former Nevada
Congressman David Gilmer Towell,
who lost his fight with cancer this past
week.

Congressman Towell dedicated his
life to both national and local politics
from a very early age. In 1966, he
founded the Douglas County Young Re-
publicans; and within 4 years, he be-
came the chairman of the Douglas
County Republican Central Committee;
and in 1972, he defeated a 10-year in-
cumbent and was elected as Nevada’s
only Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

In Congress, he would serve the peo-
ple of Nevada with great distinction.
He believed that government should be
held accountable for a balanced budget
and responsible to spending, those
ideals which all of us in this House con-
tinue to echo and support 25 years
later.

| extend my sympathies to his family
and friends as we join together in
mourning the loss of this valuable
member of our community. His leader-
ship of Nevada and of our country will
serve as his legacy, and he will be re-
membered for years to come.

———

HEAD START AND PRESCRIPTION
DRUGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. CUMMINGS) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, it is
certainly my pleasure this evening to
come here to the floor of the House to
address on behalf of the Congressional
Black Caucus two issues that are of
paramount concern. Both of them go to
the very essence of life and both of
them address two populations within
these United States who are so often
quite vulnerable.

Those issues go to addressing our
Head Start program, which is one of
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